The rat's right-left preference during free exploration of a multiple Y-maze.
The right-left preference of Wistar, Sprague-Dawley, and Long Evans rats of both sexes was investigated in a multiple Y-maze in which the animals had to perform three consecutive right-left choices in order to go from the common starting point to one of the eight goal arms. The rats were free to explore the maze without being subjected to punishments or rewards. Care was taken to minimize inhibitory influences on exploration (low illumination, no handling to return the rats to home cage). The statistical analysis of the total right-left choices performed by the rats showed that three groups (Wistar females, Sprague-Dawley females, and Long Evans males) exhibited a preference for the right. This preference was not related either to sex or strain, but was possibly a species characteristic.